
Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Open Space Committee (OSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

– 

October 9, 2018 
 

Present at Meeting: 

Chair Greatbatch called the meeting to order at 2:08 p.m. Members present were Jeanne 

M. Thieme, Theresa DiLuzio, Bob McElvey, Swanzey Town Planner Matthew Bachler 

and Sharon Greatbatch 

 

Agenda items ~ 

Carroll’s Hill 
 

Thieme shared that there were some challenges with Carroll’s Hill ~ field hard to 
access for parking, trail hard to follow, unclear where to park, map on trail box 
needs to be laminated and there were old, inaccurate maps still on the town 
website. Jenna will take care of deleting the older maps, Greatbatch said her 
husband would make an additional sign and arrow as to where to enter the field. 
Greatbatch will be securing blue paint to blaze the trail and OSC will take care of 
the blazing within the next few weeks. 
 

Granquist Land Donation 

The committee felt that this request needs to be researched further as the Open Space 

Plan (which is part of Swanzey’s Master Plan) supports this area as a priority 

conservation area with high natural resource value. (Martin and Perry Brooks).OSC will 

look into this request further. 

 

Mt. Caesar Hike 

Questions were asked as to how to move forward? As a result of the hike the buck thorn 

in the field was listed as a priority as well as the road which needs repair. Discussion 

ensued as to how best to economically get the funds to fix the road. ConCom is in the 

process of looking into an invasive species expert re: getting rid of the buck thorn. The 

topic of Mt.Caesar becoming a Town Forest was also discussed and members thought 

that would be a good start to protect this property. OSC will keep discussing this option 

as the purchase goes through and more info is forthcoming. 

 

Westmoreland Logging 

Members agreed with Selectboard that selling land and timber was the best option. 

 

 

Miscellaneous 



*Thieme mentioned that OSC never received notice for Swanzey Uncovered and it was 

disappointing not to have an OSC entry in the latest edition. 

*OSC members gave Matthew a copy of the description of the 2 different  charges of the 

Open Space Committee and the Conservation Commission ~as one charge is regulatory 

(ConCom) and the other is supportive to residents re: land protection (OSC). Greatbatch 

thought that since there are so many new ConCom members she would pass the papers 

along to Smith for new ConCom members.   

*Reminder that Oct. 11
th

 is the Natural Resource presentation 

*Greatbatch asked members about OSC Budget. Discussion began re: the drop from 

$5,000 from years past to $250. OSC hands were monetarily tied as far as post cards, 

Mt.Caesar publicity, trail signs etc. .$1,500 was suggested by DiLuzio, seconded by 

McElvey. All were in favor. 

*Greatbatch asked members about the Conservation Land Acquisition Account. 

Members used Mt. Caesar as a good example as to why this account is important to add 

to every year. And one never knows when a project comes along (Granquist for example, 

Dr. Kibler’s property) There often are no heads up as to when projects appear. Last year 

nothing was added to the Conservation Land Acquisition Account. DiLuzio suggested 

$25,000. and Thieme seconded it. All in favor. 

*Members thanked Matthew for attending the OSC meeting and welcomed him back 

any time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by DiLuzio to adjourn, McElvey seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

Motion carries. 

Adjournment occurred at 3:00 p.m. 

Next meeting will be November 13 – 3:00-4:30 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Jeanne M. Thieme 

 

 

 


